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Dear Ms Toia, dear Honourable Members of the European Parliament, 

 

Thank you for your joint letter of 11 February 2014, in which you asked questions about the 

European Year theme for 2014.  

 

As you are aware, there is no formal procedure for designating European Years. In that light, the 

Commission noted that different proposals for a European Year in 2014 were advanced in the 

preliminary discussions with interested stakeholders. However, no widespread consensus for a 

specific theme emerged.  

 

Under these circumstances, and given the specific nature of 2014 as a year of elections of the 

European Parliament and of institutional transition, the Commission considers that it would be 

appropriate to continue actions related to the 2013 European Year of Citizens into 2014. The 

2013 European Year of Citizens has been a success, and many actions are relevant to 

participation in democracy and to inclusive participation in the shaping of EU policies. 

 

 

Ms Patrizia Toia  

Member of the European Parliament 

By Email: patrizia.toia@europarl.europa.eu 

 
         Ms Roberta Angelilli Mr Aldo Patriciello 

         Ms Francesca Barracciu Mr Mario Pirillo 

         Mr Paolo Bartolozzi Mr Niccolò Rinaldi 

         Mr Sergio Cofferati Mr Oreste Rossi 

         Ms Silvia Costa Ms Licia Ronzulli 

         Ms Susy De Martini Mr David Sassoli 

         Mr Franco Frigo Ms Amalia Sartori 

         Ms Cristiana Muscardini Mr Andrea Zanoni 



 

 

I am aware that some interested parties have decided to continue working on the issues they 

championed. In your letter, you mentioned the Confederation of Family Organisations in the 

European Union (COFACE). We note that COFACE has decided to continue raising awareness 

about issues of work/life balance from a family perspective, by continuing on its own with its self-

styled "Year of Reconciling Work and Family Life in Europe". The Commission wishes them every 

success for their campaign, which can complement the Commission's ongoing actions related to 

the European Year of Citizens 2013. Indeed, plans are already underway by our Representation 

Office in Rome to support various activities that deal with the themes of reconciling work and 

family life. 

 

As a flanking event to the Italian Presidency of the Council, COFACE is organising a conference 

on the EY2014 in November 2014 in Milan. Our Representation Office will help promote the event 

and raise awareness about the themes of work and family life balance. The Representation also 

intends to provide financial support to "Europa Domani", an educational TV show broadcast on 

RTTR (Televisione del Trentino Alto Adige), which presents EU policies and actions, including 

work/family balance issues. Our Representation Office will also promote discussion on the 

reconciliation of work and family life as part of a series of future events related to the quality of life, 

employment and citizens' rights. 

 

These initiatives by our Representation Office come in addition to the Commission's continued 

actions relating to the European Year of Citizens 2013. These include continued collaboration with 

the 'European Year of Citizens Alliance' (EYCA, http://ey2013-alliance.eu/) an alliance of 62 EU-

level civil society organisations and networks in the area of civic participation and European 

integration, of which COFACE is a member. EYCA was a valuable strategic partner for the 

Commission in implementing the European Year of Citizens, providing vital insights from the points 

of view of civil society.  

 

Their work will continue in 2014, and the Commission will continue to support the dissemination 

and implementation of the EYCA policy recommendations, which they presented to me at the 

closing conference of the European Year of Citizens in Vilnius on 13 December 2013.  

 

Other actions that we are continuing into the first quarter of 2014 include the series of Citizens' 

Dialogues that I began in September 2012 (http://ec.europa.eu/debate-future-europe/citizens-

dialogues/index_en.htm). You may be aware that Italy was among the most active Member States, 

with seven Citizens' Dialogues up to now. In 2014, the Commission is continuing these actions in 

Italy by organising a public tour of each one of the 20 Italian Regions, each time involving a large 

audience averaging 300 people, accompanied by extensive media coverage and involvement of the 

local authorities. In total, we expect to hold about 60 of these regional debates on the Future of the 

Union - three in each Region - ahead of the European elections. Do not hesitate to contact our 

Representation in Rome for more information about these events, especially if you would like to 

participate. 

 

Honourable Members of the European Parliament, I believe these citizens-oriented actions reflect a 

new political commitment to respond to the issues that concern the general public, including 

families. They will help to strengthen the ongoing efforts by both our Institutions to foster civic 

engagement with, and participation in, the processes of European integration.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 


